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1. Why installing FFmpeg?

Animator uses FFmpeg to generate video files in various formats (MP4, MOV, AVI ...). If you do
not install FFmpeg, Animator will only generate the animation as a sequence of images.

FFmpeg is an open-source program (from FFmpeg.org), completely free for any usage.

All you need to do is to install FFmpeg once on your
computer, following carefully the instructions below.

2. Downloading and installing FFmpeg

1) Go to the download page of FFmpeg.org: https://www.ffmpeg.org/download.html

Download FFmpeg

& Download

fimpeg-3.0.1 tarbz2

4 Download Snapshot

2) Click on the Windows tile and then on the Windows Builds link

& More downloading options

& Get the packages

%)

Windows Packages

windows Builds

3) Click on the Windows Builds link. The page below should be displayed:

Builds

Available build types

Static builds provide one selfcontained _exe file for each program (fmpeg. fiprobe, ffplay).

Shared builds provide each library as a separate dll file (aveodec, avdevice, aviilter, etc.). and exe files that depend on those libraries for each program
Dev packages provide the headers and Iibldila files required to use the .dll files in other programs

If you are confused about what build type you need just download a static build.

To extract any of the builds you will need to download and install 7-Zip.

LGPL Builds
All builds on this page are licensed as GPL 3.0, but FFmpeg can be compiled as LGPL 2.1, LGPL 3.0, and GPL 2.

Complete a quote request to receive pricing information for a custom bild
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Latest Zeranoe FFmpeg Build Version: git-be746ae (2016-03-30)

64-bit Downloads

32-bit Downloads

Download FFmpeg git-be746ae 32-bit Static Download FFmpeg git-be746ae 64-bit Stai'c

Previous FFmpeg 64-bit Static Versions

Previous FFmpeg 32-bit Static Versions

Downivau i 1w un-né/46ae 64-bit Shared

Download FFmoea ait-be746ae 32-bit Shared
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4) Click on the grey bar “Download FFmpeg git-be746ae 64 bit Static”. You should always
select STATIC versions. Use the 32 bits versions if you have Windows 32 bits (Windows
XP). On Windows 7, 8 and 10, use the 64-bits version. Clicking on the link will download a
zip file in your browser, with a name like:

Jfmpeg-20160330-git-be746ae-win64-static.7z

5) Open the Zip file (with 7-Zip program or equivalent). You will find a hierarchy of
subfolders in the zip file

MName Size Packed Size Modified
i m 124 515 328 14803430 2016-03-31 06:46
s doc 5301184 358 583  2016-03-31 0b:46
| licenszes 389 818 0 2016-03-31 06:46
| presets 20330 0 2016-03-31 06:46
[E]#-prompt.bat 652 2016-03-31 06:46
| README txt 3684 2016-03-31 06:46

The only file you need is ffmpeg.exe, which is the subfolder bin.

Mame Size Packed Size Meodified

41 569792 14803430 2016-03-31 06:46
7 tfplay.exe 41463 808 2016-03-31 06:46
7 fprobe.exe 41481 728 2016-03-31 06:46

Depending on your Unzip utility and how you master the process, you may alternatively
extract all files in a neutral directory, so that you can later copy ffmpeg.exe elsewhere.

6) Copy the file ffmpeg.exe to one of the following directory on your computer

a. C:\Program FileMffmpeg: you may have to create this directory under C:\Program
Files. The benefit is that ffmpeg will be accessible from all Sketchup versions. The
limitation is that you may not have administrator rights to create a folder under
C:\Program Files.

b. The SU Plugin Directory or the directory where you installed LibFredo6.
Typically:
On Windows, Sketchup 7.1 and 8.0
C:\Program Files (x86)\Google\Google SketchUp 7\plugins\
C:\Program Files (x86)\Google\Google SketchUp 8\plugins\

On Windows, Sketchup 2013
C:\Program Files (x86)\SketchUp\SketchUp 2013\Plugins\

On Windows, Sketchup 2014 and above (Sketchup 20xx)
C:\Users\<username>\AppData\Roaming\SketchUp\SketchUp 20xx\SketchUp\Plugins\

c. Any other location, provided you keep track of where it is. Once in Animator,
you will prompted to locate ffmpeg.exe, once for all.
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3. Locating FFmpeg within Animator

If you did not install FFmpeg and you try to generate a video with Animator, you will get the
following flavor of the dialog box for generating videos:

-
B Generation of Video S E@g

| Location of the generated video files |

Root dir. D:Box SyncDocBoxiA4_SEU/RubyModels/Animator Videos
Movie folder Animator Cyelic 332 - 2015 - 31-Mar-2016 20-11-24

Movie name IZTeSt A
Formats for the -
= : 5
| Video Images Sequence | Find FFMPEG program |l G gl Eey |

Rendering Nafural | TheaRender |

Frame rate I25 fis 101s | 151ls | 201is | 251is | 30 fis | 451l | 60 fls |
— ] — — ) — —] —]

Speed factor  ||x [1.0 x01 | x025 | x05| xo75 | xt0| x15| x20 | x40 | x50 |

Dimensions  |[1540  x [590 Free | Viewport | 43| 53| 11| 180 | 159 |

Startat: @ HID.O s E & @ Duration: 11.0s End at: |11.0 s @ I
il
>PE ] 0.0s |
N
Test Image | Frames: Shrink | Cancel | oK | Il
N

The button JsENAGFERYDLF4d opens the present PDF file.

Once you have installed FFmpeg, click on the other button [J1L LY Ig0eR JeoagiL. If you
installed ffmpeg.exe in a standard directory, then the process is finished. If you put ffmpeg.exe
in a custom place on your computer, then you will be prompted with a file-open dialog box in
order to select the location of the file.

Once Animator knows where the FFmpeg program is located, then you will go directly to the
normal flavor of the dialog box, allowing you to generate videos files in various formats:

Formats ﬁ’rw 1‘3;) Images Sequence | MP4 | mPc | avi | @iF | Fuv | mov | wwv | oce | wesm |
‘ Rendering “ Natural | TheaRender | ‘
‘ Frame rate H|25 fis 1005 | 15ms | 20ms | 25ms | 3oms | 4sms | e0ws ”
‘ Speed factor ”x [1.0 01| x025 | x05| x075 | x10| x15| xe0| xa0| x50 ”
‘ Dimensions “|154u x [590 Free | Viewport | 43| 53| 11| 160 | 159 ”
Startat: @ o ID_D 5 III - Duration: 11.0s End at: |11.D s M@
PE ! 0.0s

Test Image | Frames: [P Shrink | Cancel | OK |
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